California Animal Shelter Population Lifecycle
A SCIL Fact Sheet — February, 2009
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Pet Overpopulation Sources
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~1 million

pets

Sources of unaltered (not spayed or neutered)
animals (95+% of shelter intake)

Pet stores (Virtually all pet store animals come from puppy
mills, also called “high volume breeders”.) @

California breeders (Vast majority operating outside of
current tax and zoning laws. Millions in uncollected taxes.) )

Internet sales (domestic & international)

International smuggling (Many from Korea and Mexico)
Owner relinquished (people abandon pets in shelters)
“Oops” litters (accidental breeding)

“One litter” families (have litter and cannot find homes)
Stray animals propagating

Feral (wild) cat colonies (created from roaming
unaltered neighborhood domestic cats)

Sources of altered (spayed or neutered) animals
(<5% of shelter intake)
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Pets Enter CA Shelters
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Approximately 1 million animals
enter CA shelters each year ©

Percentage of unaltered
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Pets Exit CA Shelters “

51%

animals entering shelters )

Unaltered 95+%

(>950,000 animals)

Altered ] <5% - Adopted

(<50,000 animals) P ~260 000

26% ) ’

@??. animals per year

Percentage of purebred (~26% of total)

animals entering shelters ()

Purebred

(~275,000 animals) 25-30% Rec'aimed

Mixed bre_ed 70-75% 13% ~1 30,000

(~725,000 animals) ° animals per year

Cost to house shelter animals
in California ©d

Housing costs exceed

$1 Billion dollars

every four years ©

1. Adopted from shelters, later relinquished or lost
2. Adopted from rescues, later relinquished or lost
3. Owner spayed or neutered animal when
acquired, later relinquished or lost
Sources:

SCIL

Social Compassion in Legislation

www.SocialCompassion.org

There are also additional costs
for each item below
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Euthanized (killed)
~510,000

animals per year
(~51% of total)
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(~13% of total)

Other
~100,000

animals per year
(~10% of total)

(a) In addition to California based puppy mills, pet stores also import approximately 75,000 animals anually from puppy mills in the midwest. Source: California Department of Public Health, Review of

incoming health certificates

(b) California BOE estimates $14 million in uncollected sales tax each year; with much more in uncollected income tax. Source: Apr 7, 2008 - BOE Press Release - "Sales of Dogs, Cats, and Other
Animals are Taxable“. As with puppy mill animals, “defective”, unsold or aged breeding stock are brought to shelters.
(c) Population / percentages of animals incoming and exiting shelters, source: California Department of Public Health, Veterinary Public Health Section, “Rabies Control Activities Reporting by Local
Health Jurisdiction (LHJ), California, 1995-2007, extrapolated to encompass incomplete data and private shelters.
(d) Shelter cost estimates provided by Los Angeles Animals Services and California Animal Control Directors Association
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